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1} HE Author of theſe Sermons 1s well 
known in this City and Nation, as 
alln in Forcign Countreys;, in which Places 
hs has been inſtrumental of doing much good 
to Souls, and planting ſeveral Churches. 
There be many can call him Father, who 
were begotten under his Mimſtery , and are 
bleſſing God, that ever they ſaw his Face, 
and heard his Voice : Great Work bas been 
done ( even in this City) by him; but now 
God bas afflited bim, and we fear will 
call bim home, be has had great and lov. | 
Work for Patience, of which be bath had a- © ©} 
great meaſure ;, be bas been quiet under the © 
Rod, eyeing the Hand of God in all his Tri- 
als : He his lookd more to Gods hand, and 
deſign in Suffering him ſo greatly to be affli- 
ded; than at the Rage of Satan, and the - 
alice of Men, who have been. the Inſtru- - 4 
ments of great Part of bis Trials. ne 
This Servant of God hath been ſufficient 5 
ly judg d, and condemn*d' by many, though :: 
T am ſatisfied unjuſtly. . But it is not whom 
tan condemns that is m"_— but. ſuch; 45 
- 18 
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-” The Epiſtle to the Keder.. 


| £ i fo God condemns : Our dear Lord Jeſus 
F "rells us, Matth. 5. 9, 10. That bleſſed are 
they that {uffer Perſecution for Righte- 
oathet; ſake; and have all manner of evil 
ſpoken azainſt them falſly for his ſake : 
For their's is the Kingdom of Heaven. 
It is no matter what we ſuffer here from Men, 
fo it be falſly, and for Chriſts ſake ;, for the 
Kinydom and Crown of Heaven ts weighty 
enou:b to make amends for all . The Croſs is 
the way to the Crown, for they that ſuffer 
with, and for Chriſt bere, ſhall reign with 
hair hereafter i in Glory, Rom. 7 
=”  *Tis ſad to hear bow he bath been reproach- 
bed, though there are many know it is unjuſt- 
bbs and have cleared him ; but none like to 
*. that Teſtin:ony which now on his Sick-bed, he 
"W eclares, be bas in his own Conſcience. 
bo can ſtand before Envy ? 
Reader, ſhall detain thee no longer from 
Ly het follows, but defire that God may ble(s 
it. aud make it of great and good Uſe to 
thy. Soul. 
' I Subſcribe my Self, your 
Servant for Jeſus ſake, 


chaihvet, Otto- 
©. þcr,2.1699. 
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: A Diſcourſe of the Na- 
' _- ture and Excellency of the 
Grace. of Patience. 


SERMON t 
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| But let Patience have her pe felt [| ork, | £43 
that ye may be perfett. and nos "EL 
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wanting nothin 2. 


HE Jews, for their Unbelief a 
great Sin, were expelld their _ 4 
| own Country and Scattered..a-' _ :* 
! broad on the Earth; and'tho? God- might - - ;: 
+ have reveal'd the Goſp el urſto ſome. of . "3 
each Tribe to the woriig Faith inthem;. : .% 
yet theſe were not exempted from thelr”--. 
feng ts and Temptations: But God -*-* 
fering. theſe for their Benefit, the A- 5 
Ls Tawes v writes this — for HeLr: - +22 
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(2) 's 
Fupport and. direQion and begins, wer, 3, ' 
and excites them rather to-rejoyce, than | 
mourn,even when they fall into manifold - 
troubles. Connt it all joy, when ye fall into 
divers Temptations; not but 'Temptati- 
ons are Affictions : And 'Afflictions, for 
is PEGnt; ws not. joyous but : vhs I: 
ut theſe tending to the production of | p 
the peaceable Froits of Rightcoufneſs as - 
| ordered by the Finger of Divine Wiſ- 
 . ..,dom and Goodneſs are grounds of Joy : 
-.*-:* So that turning our eyes from the preſent + 
-- Ffaceand countenance of things, looking Þ]- | 
to the event and end of them, and the de- } 
ſign - 'of God herein, there is a ſtrong 
' Foundation of joy and comfort, unto the 
Chriſtian exercis'd herewith, Rom. x. * 
ſo the Apoſtle here rendering his Reaſon 
- for this Exhortation, ſaith wer. 3. Know- 
mg this , that the trial of your Faith worketh 
Patience. You may rejoice under Fe 
ſeat Temptation with good reaſon; 1. | 
Becauſe they prove and try your a 6 
Faith in particular. 2. Faith being put Tf 
ifito lively Exerciſe, producerh Patjenec, 3 
- which is a Grace ſettling and quieting Win 
the Heart, under trouble, and indeed,. it I 
This be attain'd under trouble, tis as thy 
good as preſent deliverance out of Tri Ol» 
le, tor there bs little compare "rw3xt; 
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=: 3 {i mM 1 
| theſe, Whether my. Back be ſtrengthen? " 1 
| ed to my Burden, or the Burden taken - 3 
M off from my Back ; but. the Back ſhould - 
# be throughly ſtrenthened. $o here in my 
© text. But let patience have ber perfet# work, © 
that ye may be perfetF and entire, wanting © 
mM 7zothing. Wherein you have two princt- _ | 
MW. pal my 1. The Exhortation, But, Let, 
CC. 'The reaſon thereof, T; bat ye, 


may, &c. Whence take this Obſeria- 
tion. | 


DoR&. That every Fellever ought to la- 7 
bour after the perfecting of the * Grace E 


of Patience, 


Ta ſpeaking to this Truth, F propoſe "4 
this Method, to ſhew you, i 


"a r. When Patience hath her perfett 3 
w Work, &c. 


2. Make the uſeful Application, | 


Tn When hath Patience Do perfelt 
/ Work ? 


Sol. When the Heart of a Chriſtian "3 


-* quietly reſigning it ſelf up to God, doth. 4 


;”.'couragiouſly bear up, hold on, and hold _ 
2: Dut,-t0 the end of his L als and Aﬀije , 


6 Kions, without Murmuring and Rep 
| -nin ag 6, Of, This: Deſcription, a-bat ls 0 


bf ” q 4 p 
--/ vers Parts, and I ſhall, God willing, ſpeak 
to cach of them, and the perfect Work 
E: Oo oye is, 
. Inc reſigning the Heart vp to God. 
| This ſuppoſes a Man to bea renewed 
Man ;. for Man 1n his unregenerate State 
is at enmity with God, andaverſe to him, 
|. and while he remains in that ſtate, look- 
*,:... Ing upon God as his Enemy, he will not 
F-*:' Sntruſt him with his Wordly Concern- 
ment, much leſs with the diſpoſal of him- | 
ſelf : For who will voluntarily yield vp 
himſelf to his ſuppoſed Enemy, from 
& whom he can expe& no Smile, bnt 
F- _Frowns ; not Preſervation and ſafety, but 
- | Deſtrution and Ruin ; *tis inconſiſtent 
with Reaſon to expe good from the 
ind of our Enemy; therefore the 
-pround of a Man's Truſt arid Confidence 
In God, is thg apprehenſion of him, as re- 
conciled to him in Chriſt, and his Friend ; 
and not only ſo, but a Friend that - hath 
. given his Word and Promiſe to do him 
good : For tho? a Man be my Friend, 
- yetifI have not his Word to protec me, 
© | have not aſfſnrance of his Prote&tion, 
E tho? his Friendſhip be ſome ground of 
;Jops it is not a ſure ground of: Confi- 
[2 dence, unleſs I have his Word; /and if . 
z he be _ Friend, and I have his Word; 
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AT. TR, 
WE? yet he being a Creature, ſubjxe& to - 3 
Ty Change, may, upon Secondary Conſide- 
F" ration, ſee cauſe ro. Change his Mind ; or 
Ms, clſc, for want of Ability, and Power to 
pk help me; gives me juſt cauſe to doubr 
WE of, and ſuſpet Help from him ; the 
3 Conſideration hereof, Strikes off the 
= Hand from laying hold on ſuch a Help- 

2 Cr in time of Diſtreſs... Now then, 

it is plain, that a Man muſt apprehend 

God to be his Friend, and one willing 

to prote& him; yea one that hath pro- 

miſed to do him good, and is Faithtul, Im- 

' Mmutable, and able to ſave him to the ut= \, 

termoſt ; before 1 freely reſign my ſelf 2 

upto him, and his Conduct; and, in» - 4 
| deed, this ſuppoſes a Man not only to 
have. Grace, but a Conſiderable degree 
4; and meaſure thereof, For weak Chriſti- 
Z ans have Grace, tho' they are often-ſull . 
| of Doubts and Wavering ; and where 
there are theſe Staggerings and Doubt- 
F. logs ; the Soul doth nor fully truſt in, 
and ſettle himſelf upon Divine Condut 
ſo that a Man is a thriving Chriſtian, and 
growing up to the Stature of Chriſt, 
{ that hath attain'd to this, &c. And this 
* brings me to the ſecond part of this . 
Deſcription. | ” 


© 2. Thg quiet reſignation of the Heart; _ -; 
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/  A-Perfon bewrays his averſneſs: to God, Vu) 
that doth not freely and quietly yield to I}? 
his ConduQ, but is rather forc'd and 
conſtrain*'d thereunto by ſome occurring 

' Providences rather than his own Choice z 
this 1s like a Perſons yielding himſelf in- 
to the .Hand of his Enemy, becauſe he 
is compelPd hereunto by the force of his 
Arms; this ſuppoſes a Man to be a 
Stranger to God, and unacquainted with 
him, being deſtitute of any true Work 
of Grace, and yet ſucha one is yet un- 

der the Law, and in a legal Spirit; not 
voluntarily yielding to and calling upon 

God, but conſtrain'd ſo to do by Rea-. 
ſon of his preſent Burdens; . Ho. 5. 15, 
Jn their AffiiGion, they will ſeek me early * 
A Gofpel Principle enclines a Perſon to 
truſt in God, from a Love and AﬀeRi-- 
on tohim; and not to yield and cry to 
bim from a Principle of legal and laviſh 
Fear, 'as a MalefaQtor yields and -cries to 
the Judge that pronounces. Sentence of '{ 

| Death upon him; a Believer hath an in- 
tereſt in God through Chriſt, as a Child 
bath in his Father; and therefore reſigns 
up himſelf to God as to his compalſli- 

> onate Father, with a filial Obedience and 
| { Obſervance, and as one that is oblig'd 
+ by reaſon of the near Relation to prog 
HF x | im, 
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fl " im, take care of him, and make pro« 
by viſton for him ;. for the Parents are to 
{4 lay up for, and provide for their Chil-. 
= dren; therefore he that cries and yields 
out. of {laviſh Fear, doth it not out of 
pe to God, but from a regard to and 
& Love of himſelf; but he that yields from 
a Goſpel Principle, deth it out of a filt- 
ph th 4 al Fear and Love; and fo without diſor- 


J 


— der, quietly reſigns himſelf, 2s appre- 
me Wore hending God to have an unchangeable 
= Love to him, &c. And this briags me 
wm; tothe next (vix.) the 
Third Branch of this Deſcription, 
Wks - viz. Bearing up againſt the Billows ot *.. 
w | es: and Afﬀiction. *Tis no hard, - 


matter to be quiet and patient ; when 
in Peace and without Trouble; for a * 
| Man to have a competent Satisfattion, 
while all things run ſmoothly, and ace 
cording to his Hearts-deſire ; while a 
my Man fits under his own Vine 'and Fig- 
mat tree, while the Cluſters hang thereon ; 
" 44 to Sail delightfully in a Calm and ſmooth 
wy Sea, to be ſatisfy'd when he abounds 
= with this Worlds good; and contented 
' when none oppoſe him, and ſeek his. 
hurt; to have a multitude of -Potent * 
Friends, and but a few-impotent Adver- -. 
ſaries; for ſuch a one td be paticnt Ar-- 24 
B 4 ee 2 
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gues not that he hath Grace, but that he 
1s in his Fools Paradiſe, ſettled upon the 
Lees of carnal Comforts, according: to 
his ſenſual Wiſhes ; but let God {trip 

him of theſe, his Heart, like Nahals, will 


and drops down into his Hell. But 


hen outward Peace is taken away from. 
a Man, that he cannot turn himſelf to 
the right Hand or the left, but beholds 
himſelf encompaſſed with "Trouble and 
black Clouds X darkneſs, whea all things 
run.aukardly and, contrary to his carnal 
Expettations, and is fruſtrated and: diſ- 


appointed in- all his Attempts and. De- 


i ſigns; fora Man then to bear up, ar- 


j © one that hath reſign'd himſelf up to God * 


gues him to be a gracious Perſon, aud 


and his ConduR, and when he hath his 


outward Comforts, Enjoyments, and 
- neceſſary. Supplies taken from him, and 


he is cnanged from a plentiful and proſ- 


.* Perovus to a poor and mean Condition. 


and Eſtate in the World, and is con- 


| ſtrain'd to be beholden to them, . that. 


* have been as his Servants feeding. at his. 
+ Table; now to be quiet and not chang'd, 
+ in his Temper, although his Condition, 


hehe: chang'd, argues Truth of Grace;, 
, When a Mans former Friends are 


| Deed 


. Lie within him, he hath loſt his Heaven, ; | g's 
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"Meth 
omega 1nto Adverſaries: : Yet; 
intimate Friends into open Enemies, and 
7 them that ke laid in his Boſom ſeck to 
tear out his Heart, and ruin him io his 
om and Reputation 1n the World; 
= 2nd when he has given them no Provo- 
cation ſo to do, and he hath not a few, 
nr but a multitude of Enemies, and. chem 
Potent and Strong, having creat Advan- 
nk tages to injure him, and' but a very few 
al weak and impotent Friends, that thongh 
li they have a Wull, yet have not Power 
: and Ability to help and ſuppart htm:z 
ad 6 29 not {o much as Skill and Judgment te 
: D. Counſel and Dire& him in his Extremi- 
'/ ty: I ſay, for ſach a one to endure all 
= this quietly, without toſhng and fiinging 


: , 
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in his Spirit, argues him patient; and 
not only to have Truth of Grace, but 
Þ Strength of Grace; Yurely he that bears 
up oe all theſe Billows of Oppoſt- 

. tion, Tronble and AfﬀiQtion, muſt be a 
CR growing Chriſtian, and one that hath | 
$6: Everlaſting Arms. underneath to {up- 
3 port ; for when Creature-Comforts are 
. taken from him,; he would fink,- had he 
no Refuge to fly unto in this his diſtreſ- 
; Jed Condition ; ſuch one is Ak mine. . 3 
| with the Propher, Hab. 3.17. Although d 
| $bs ee ſhall not bloſſom, neither foal, 
By 
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Fruit be in the Vines, the Labour 'of the Tis 
Olive ſhall fail, and the Fields ſhall yield 
ro Meat, the Flock ſhall be cut off Hom 
the Fold, and there ſhall be no Herd im the 
Stalls, yet I will rejoyce in the Lord, 1 will 
Joy in the God of my Salvation, &c. This 
leads me to the 

Fourth Branch. Couragiouſly, bear- 
ng up. To bear up againſt the Billows 
of Afﬀiiction indeed argues Grace; but 
to bear up with Courage, and an un- 
daunted Spirit argues a higher Degree 
-of -Grace; ſome Chriſtians make a ſhift 
juſt to hold vÞ their Heads when encom- 
paſſed about with many Troubles, this 
-declares a meafure of Faith ; but when 


they are kept from fainting Fits under 18 


theſe Weights and Preſſures, this ſhews | 


their Faith- to be ſtrong. Men may Þ ti 


move ſoftly with a heavy Burden on their 
-Shoulders, "I when they walk briskly | 
.with a mighty Burden, ſurely their Backs 


are ſtrong and their Spirits lively. To } ; 
bear the Croſs of Chriſt, argues ns | Thi 


Truth-.of Grace, but undavntedly t 


_ endure any Suffering for Chriſt, yea - | 366 
-rejoyce in Tribulation, declares a Man ÞF:hyi 


þ hath a high degree of Grace, that he 


J - hath not only Faith, but {trong Faith\. .: 1 . 


_3he. Yoth belo}s wes þ Love Chriſt, but "pe 
greatly Þ:: 
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greatly Loves Chriſt ; he that doth me-. 
Sy a Kindneſs is certainly Friendly, but he 
"#1 that joyfully does me good is the more 
=; hearty Friend; under great Afflictions 
"AT /i to be found in our Duty, is a ſign of 
711 Sincerity ; but chearfully to ſerve the 
23: Lord then, as in a Day of Proſperity, 
Mk declares that the Service of God is our 
inte Delight; and to ſerve him with more 
& (a;1- Courage, and Conſtancy of mind in the 
Way Hour of Temptation, ſhews that Adver- 
pr [gn ſity ſuits us better than. Proſperity : And - - ? 
mileti if God may have more Glory by our Af-. - ; 
fiction, we ſhonld take heed how we, © 1 
mills th Pray for the removal of it ; for 'tis hard=- 
: vio, 1y conſiſtent with Grace, to defire our 
ps wit oOV7nN caſe more than Gods Glory, and 
SW he that bears vp thus couragiouſly is ſa- 
Ln tisfy'd God is glorify'd by his Afflitions, 
aa and his Heart made better : Hence-it is, 
als that he chearfully holds up, beſides he 
Inlet hath Apprehenſon of Gods ſpecial Pre= © 
Re. ſerce, and his ſupporting Grace, &%. - -1 
8 1 his brings me to the next Thing, 4 
Wa - Fifthbly, The Work of Patience ap=- _: 
TY PEprs when a Chriſtian not only holds 4 
'- 3s Own, but paſſes on in the Day of. & 
;::Fzonble. Couragiouſly to bear up and: | 
j-Keep our Ground, when a Troop. af} 
+ Temptations .oppoſe us, 
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(12) 
ſtrong Combatants for Chriſt; but. t5*: 
paſs on and ruſh through the Army of 4 
Temptations and Troubles, and to gain GE 
Ground and Advantage to. our Souls -'þ0K 10% 
thereby, argues us to be more than Com-' | Lys 
batants: Yea, not be ſway'd by them or * pw. 
overcome, but without receiving a foil, 
to preſs forward in our Faith and Obe- 
dience, argues vs, To be more than Con-;, 
queroys, through Chriſt that loved us, Rom. 
>», B. 37- "This ſhews not only that our. 
3 __ Temptations are' too weak for our Gra-* 
ces, but that oor Graces are abundantly. 
too ſtrong for them; and'is a moſt clear 
Evidence of oar Intereſt in Chriſt - For 
ſmall Temptations at a-glance, ſway and 
- overcome a carnal Heart, yea, and 
ſometimes foil a weak Chriſtian, but 
when -we meet powerful Temptations, 
and not only are notfoil'd, but not ſtag- 
gered, yea not ſtopt in our Courſe of 
Faith and Obedience ; this declares us 
'to be ſtrong Chriſtians, and endu'd with 
. Patience, &c, Bur, 

6. Holding ovt to the: end of our 
 *Aﬀitions and Temptations ; Patience 
hath not -her perfe& Work, altho we 
:bear vp, bear vp couragiouſly, hold on 

- fora Time, unleſs we hold out to the 
""7End; ; We gain got the Honour of Veoths 


if we Faint 1 in *" veght of the 1 Bittel - . 
either ſhall we arrive-at our Home, if 

me we tire in the mid-way ; the Honour of 
ik&=the former part of the Day i 15 loſt, if we -- 
are vanquih'd 'in the after part. * He 
Ie off; that endures t0 the ent ſhall be ſaved, 
at. 10. 22. When a Manisexcecding- 

ly provok'd,' and urg'd to bearit, with- 


mn Com Fout Heart-rilmgs againſt his Enemies, © 
Ro \ ATgues his Patience for the preſent, but '\- 3 


at” our:<after higher Provocations, to'fly out into 
r-Gre! Ampatience and unſcernly Motions , F*'v 
dantly,, Geſtures, and Words; ſhews Patience "WM 
Flex bath not her perfect Work in that Man. . + ©: 
: For Sotho' we dure the Chaſterings of the 
and Lord for atime; yer it after a long con- 
a, and, tinuance of Stripes we became diſcontent, 
. bit! Patience hath not her perfe&t Work : 
\ But, as continuance in well doing, dif- 
tinguiſhes us-from Temporary Chriſtians: 
ſo- continuing patient to the end of our 
Troubles, gives us a right to that Ho- 
with nNourable Title of Patient Men, &c. 
+ 7. Withont Murmuring or Repining. 
of-our; A patient Man is quiet and ſtill, and 
wing; fatisfhed under the ſharpeſt Strokes that 
hive) God lays upon him: As conſidering 
W's God doth no Unrighteouſneſs ; neirher 
| oreth the leaſt Trovnble to befal his- 
& People; -but therein *he Propolerh his 
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= own Glory and their benefit, and this «FW 
. makeshim quiet and ſtill under the Rod ; {tol 
- , a carnal Man only conſiders the Strokes,»-|wtl 
not the end of Gods ſtriking; and fo 
Frets, and Fumes, and :Blaſphemes, be-. 
cauſe of his Pains. A Child through |! 
Ignorance repines and takes on griev- 
ouſly, when the Potion opperates, that 
was Adminiſtered, for the purging a- 
«7 way the-Corrupt Humors of the Body : 
| --, Which a grown Perſon of ſenſe and 
2 Judgment indures it contentedly as con- 
-  fidering the Benefit he may receive. there- 
þ by in the End, tho? for the preſeat tis 
por over pleaſing. SanQified Reafon, 
© .teaches not only to bear Afﬀfictions, but 
. Quietly to bear them; to repine, ſhews | 
the DiſſatisfaQtion of the Mind ; and re- : 
proches God ; at leaſt charging Him þ| 
with Unkindneſs and. want of Bowels; 
when indeed *tis the Kindneſs and Love - 
of God, that occaſions our Afiictions. |: 
fa. 27.9. By this ſhall the Iniquity of -} Ten 
Facob be purged. And this is all the Frurt | Cont 
to take away his Sin; tho? the Sin of a 
Believer cannot plunge him into Hell ; 
yet it procnres to many, Chaſtenings 
here, and leſſens the weight of his Crown | that 
hereafter : And therefore God afflits, [Tr 
to prevent a greater Afﬀition, His F-. - 
| _ 8 
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in ſuffering preſent Troubles, is - 
SEE to take us from our preſent, and prevent "of 
© Std future and worſer Sins and Sorrows. 
8:10 God ſees how bad we would be; and - 
Wn & the Miſeries we ſhould-plung our {elves 
L trop into, if he did not uſe this Method ; and 

to repine and murmur at his Kindneſs 

' and Goodneſs, ſhews rhe little Acquain- 
tance we have with him , orLoveto him z 

; therefore, tho? we indure AMﬀiRtion , 
Trouble, and Oppoſition ; yet if we be, 
with an unwilling willingneſs, and with 

, an uneaſineſs in our Spirits , we bring, - 

1 lictle or no Glory to God 1a our Adver- -..:.; 
ſity ; and as the weakneſs of our Grace is 
evident , ſo our Comfortis ſinall, or none* * 

tall ; the Pſalmiſt iaith, Thy Rod and 

Thy Staff Comfort me ;, yea tho' I walk 
nog Hin: #brough the Valley of the ſhadow of Death 1 
Bowes, will fear no evil , for thou art nith "me, 
ot Pal. 23. 4. When a Chriſtian confi ders 
that tho? he 1s. involv'd in Trouble and 
Temptations, yet the Lord, in a way of 
# Covenant Love and Mercy, Is with bim : 
ofy this keeps up his Spirits from Swooning, 
and his Heart from murmuring: God 
hath promiſed, to be with his People i IQ.. 
wy their Troubles, in their increaling 
| -Iroubles, Job $5.19: Heſhall deliver thee 
Ki fi x Trowbles, yea-in ſcuen there ſhall *- 
Ad . _ :1 


ow 


4, mo Evil touch thee. God delivers his 
* People in their Troubles, he doth not 
fay out of them { tho? that is a Truth, ) 
bur he ſupports us under them ; his Eye 
is upon us in every Trouble, and his 
Hand ſtretched out, to hold us up, in ſix 
or ſeven : When one Trouble, falls on 
the back of another; and his Deſign is, 
that none of them ſhall do us any hurt. 
There jnall no evil touch thee. There is 
no Sting, no Poiſon, no Curſe in the Af- 
fictions of the Lords People : Tho? 
there is a preſent Pain, *tis for thy pre- 
ſent, and will produce a future Advan- 
tage : When this 1s ſeriouſly conſidered, 
The poor bath Hope , and Iniquity ſtoppeth 
ber Mouth, Job 5.6. If the CorreQions of 
the Lord,-do his People no harm, yea on 
the. contrary, are much for their Advan- 
tage, and do them much good ; then 
murmuring and repining, under our 
Troubles, 1s a great Evil. But, Behso/ 
bapfy is the Man whom God Correfeth : 
th:refore deſpiſe not thou the chaſting of the 
Almighty, Job 5. 179. God manitelting 
a Fatherly Love in theſe Correcions, for 
the reclaiming, and the recovery of his 
People , to make their Hearts better, and 
_ prevent their greater offences and ſharp- 
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er Affliftiogs ; ought therefore to be ad- Is; 
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h 3&1) mired and praiſed, for permitting Trou- 
t) ble to befal us, ſince his Wiſdom, Good- 
Fre ; neſs, and Love, occaſioneth the Permiſ- 
{ his | ſion thereof for the good of our Souls : 
1 fix Such therefore that repine and murmur 


bl 
; on. | greatly offend him, and do themſelves 
n is, { 80 kindneſsthereby; when his chaſtenings 
art, | are patiently and thankfully endured, 
eis | and the Soul cries out, Bleſſed be the 
Af. | Lord, this is not Hell ! This 1s far leſs 
ho ; than I deſerved ; and many that have 
pre» brought more glory to God, and ſerved, 
720. | Dim, far better in their Generation, have, 
paſſed under more grievous Sufferings, 
'and forer Trials : I ſay, when theſe are- 
| taken. kindly: and endured patiently, the 
Lord uſually haſtens their Deliverance : 
His Heart melts as it were , at the quiet 
 Sufferings of his People ,, and his Bowels 
earn rowards them ; that the Rod drops. 
- fout of his hand, or he throws it into the 
+. Fire; and takes up and embraces his 
-fChildren : But as a Father continues, 
|chaſtiſing, and lays on ſharper ſtrokes* 
, [when his Child is obſtinate, and refrafto- 
his; j3y under his chaſtenings ; till ſuch time, 
-nd 44S he takes it. quietly, and humbles himſelf, 
54a his Feet: So the Lord keeps the Rod. 
40 {12 bis Hand, *till he hath obtained his/-- 
ed {£0d in CorreQting, and brought down ih _— 
$ —_P | | PI "— _ 
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proud Stomachs of his People ; that Jaan 
they lie quiet and ſtil] at his Foot, le 
under the Strokes of his Hand : If 
when we bear the Yoke, we like a Het- 

fer, unaccuſtonyd to it turn and twiſt 
our Neck, -our pain is double thereby : 

So diſcontent and repining under Afﬀit- (yl 
tion, doubles that Afﬀliaion, diſcovers: jhe. 
the Strength of corruption, and the ab- jan 
ſence of Patience: Therefore Patience þf hi 
hath not her perfe& Work, unleſs we hf 
hold out to the End, without murmuring, (od 
or repining, &'c. Thus have 1 ſhew'd fefipn 
you when Patience hath her perfe& Who 
Work,@c, Now, 


Secondly, I come to the Uſe of this, many \ 

I. Uſe of Information. This ſhews {an the 
us the excellency of a patient Chriſtian : water 
Patience is a Glorious Ornament, and ming 
ſets off the Beauty and Luſtre of Chrilti- jea,y 
anity. ET METS \bated 
1, A Patient Chriſtian, is a great fred 
Lover of God and Chriſt ; had he not yg. | 
a good Opinion of God , he would ry. 
not be.quiet under the correting Hand, jyy w 
of God; and in deed, *cis becauſe heligitec 
loves God, that he fears to oftend him, Jugt 
- by the appearanc of Evil, by a ſeeminghreth 
DiſlatisfaQion of his Providential Me turerh 
| >2; 
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75 A thods : For Diſcontent, and Impatience, 
20% bewrays a Man's DiſſatisfaQtion, and diſ- 

?-t covers his Pride; ſuch a one thinks that 
a H& matters are not well and wiſely ordered 
twil by God ; but if he had the management 
reby ! of them, they would be better carri'd on; 
Afi: while he that patiently ſubmits, ſanRifies 
Net the Name of God, magnifies his Wiſ- 
ie ad! dom;and manifeſts the Faith and Strength 
Hen of his love to God : The apprehenfion 
eſs mt; of the Truth and reality of the Love of 
ing, God to him, cauſeth him patiently to 
bend reſign up himſelf to Divine Condu&Q. 
HW Who fears any damage to befal him, 
;from the Hand of a Friend, that dearly 
|  Joves him ? Lowe is ſtronger than Deatb : 
5, 'many Waters cannotquench it , neither 
ſhe can the floodsdrown it; the Billows and 
Wan: Waters of Affliction, cannot quench the 
, an flaming AfﬀeCtion of a Chriſtian to God z 


_ © .abated nnder. his Troubles, becauſe he is 
Fu aſſured the Lord will do him no hurt, but 
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ie NN good by Afﬀicting him. Jer. 25.. 6. 
WOuUr Prowoke me not to Anger, Oc. and 1 will do 
Hand you ro burt. "Tis a provoking Evil, to 
ſe 8 diſlike God's proceedings, when he is a- 
d Nlf boot to do us good. - he patient Man. 
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makes uſe of all Means and Opportunities |, 
to manifeſt it ; but he that hath no Love, |, 
takes hold of any Advantage to quarrel þ 
with him, nothing is pleaſing, where þ 
there js no Love ; therefore a Man chear- þ, y 
fully bears vp under his Afflictions, and fees: 
holding out to the End, without mur- xg 
murinog, dcclares his Love to God ; andy 
ſuch a one, manifeſts great Love to the *þz 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt : Seeing he not only {1.4 
writes after his. Copy, who was led as a hes 
T.amb to the ſlaughter, and as a Sheep before Os 
the ſhearer is dumb, ſo opened he not his po: 
mouth, he was oppreſſed, and be was afflid |, ; 
ed, yet be opened not bis mouth, Ia. 53. 7 |, 
And hath learnt the art of Patience by 
this Example, who taught ſaying, Mart. I t. | Wl 
39. take my yoke upon you, and learn of me, \,. _ 
for 1 am meek and lowly in heart, and ye g 
ſhall find reſt unto your ſouls. Burt alſo, be- b 
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eauſe he would not diſhonour Chriſt, nor | 

| his profeſſion ofhim by an vnſeemly car- |, 
rage, under the greateſt AﬀiQions: Leal | 
he ſhonld thereby diſcourage, any from |,,,- ;7 
looking after a Perſonal Intereſt in him, þ,, 
Beſides , he knows , unle a Man deny þ 1c, 
himſelf and take up bis Croſs daily, be VeY 

; Cannot be Chriff's Diſciple, And as he'ſ +: 
- knows *tishis greateſt Happineſs, to have $1.77, 
-. the Teſtimony of his Conſcience, Gab | "oF 


tns 
hen | 
th 


Was C203 Mo 
| a he is a Follower of the Lamb, whereſo. 
LOT, ever he goes ;. ſo he eſteems'it a.great 
aarreh Honour, that as his own Heart*condemns 
WC him not, ſo others cannot juſtly charge 
heard pj with an Un-Chriſtian like Spirit : 
and Eſpecially, when he is beſet with ſtrong 
mnt Temptations,' and involv'd in great 


Love, that makes him thus willing 
onlfi-.o have fellowſhip with Chriſt in this 
Sufferings. And truly herein, Paxl hath 
vefar, declared manifeſtly, the Strength of his 
ft bi x oveto Chriſt, when he not only defires 

"to be. found in him, not baving his own righ- 
$3- 1] teouſneſs, Phil. 3. 9, 10. but ſaith he, that 


3 as |. 


I may know bim and tbe power of his reſur- 
Tredion, and the fellowſhip of bis' ſuffermgs, 
f me -betng made conformable unto his death, An 
md ye, experienc'd Chriſtian 1s not. eafil7 cow*d 
be. by his Adverſaries, nor diſmay'd when 
DOT; yreat Troubles overtake him ; becauſe 
when he firſt {et out, he had Information 
wiotf theſe in the way to Heaven : 4nd 
that through mucb tribulation, we muſt en- 
NY! ter into the kingdom of God,. Aets 14. 22. 
89) And Chriſt told him as much, Johz 16. 33. 
» *, In the World ye ſhall have Tribulation ; he 
IS 39) is therefore ſo far from being daunted. _ . 
bale} when Trouble comes, that his Loye "to _, : 
*tR8if Chriſt is the more encreaſed, ſeeing he {7g 
S v; | = . Y; , 
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is counted. worthy to ſuffer, yea rejoices j#M#6 
that -he is. honour'd with a Conformity |Wer 
to his great Lord and Maſter herein.|v 
Peter exhorts weak Chriſtians to couragejtn 
and - undauntedneſs, when ſuch  likq mn 
things befal- them, and.labours to pre-j Wn 
pare them againſt ſuch a, Day. of: Thun.jarati 
dering and Lightening, 1 Pet. 4. 12, 13,894: 
14. Beloved, think it not ſtrange concerniug 030, 
_ the fiery Tryal, which is to try you as thoughtitl 


. 


ſome ſtrange thing bappened unto you. Buiſ2- 
rejoice in as much as ye are Partakers of luckPa 
Chrifts Sufferings ; that when bis Glory ſhalſtoten 
be revealed, ye may , be glad alſo with ex4dle'hc 


ceeding. Foy. If. ye. be reproached for the Wandkx 
Name of Chriſt, bappy are ye; for the SpighB1Qc 
rit of Glory, and of God reſfteth upon you{red? '; 
On their part he is evil ſpoken of, buyi3. 4 
on your part he is glority'd ; Yer. 1 g/Coute 
But let none of you ſafer as a MurderenMans'| 
Of: as a@ Thief, or 'as an Ewvil-doer|falsiy 
or as. a buſie Body in other Mens mai|We ex 
rs - Ver. 16, I'7. Tet if any Han fu ICErm: 
fer as a Chriſtian, let bim not be_aſhamed|Palſons 
. but let him glorifie God, on this bebalfpretent! 
For the Time. 1s come that Judgment mufp. A 
begin at the Houſe of God, and if it firſt bawWolliger 
gin at us, what ſhall the tnd be of tbe ai 
that obey not the Goſpel of God? Thus {tis-g! 
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 _<briſtian being fore-warn'd is fore Wild 


XXL arm'd, and theſe Tryals when theycome, 
rm rather encrealſe than abate 'his Love to 
heres Chiriſt, becauſe they+are Marks of. his 
20 Favour, and not. Tokens of his Wrath ; 
" For :whom he: Loues be chaſteus, &c. Cer- 
D:, tainly:then a patient; Refenation of: the 


Tix _ to God: in great Lribulations,: ary 


Hy gues a: 'Man-:.to::be: aw what gps er 
ſian; and: a great : 'Loyer: of: {9G and 
} Chriſt, _—. 
# ”: 1.2. Joy 1s a Frbit of. the Epirit., and 
ers; Juch Patience in a Chriſtian, argugs:him 
to be furniſhed with this;excellent:Graee, 
- elſe how is it, that when exercis'd.;with 


"I 


7 manifold 'Tribplations and : Afflictiong, 
his Countenance is not-in the leaſt alte- 
m jt Ted? :The: Wiſe Man faith, Prog. 1g. 
of, þ 13- A merry Heart maketh a chearfyl 
ey, 1, Countenance ; and truly, when ogce; a 
urdet Mans Heart ſinks, his Countenance re- 
il-da tains.not his former: Luſtre, but there 
are external Tokens in his Face. of the 

4: | internal Sorrows of his Heart : "Sudden 
of Paſſions in the Mind, diſcover themſelves 
. bly preſently 1n the Countenance, and&hen 
+" CeeP Afiictions and great Temptations 
"£64 muſt:needs make ſome Alterations, un- 
{ly leſs prevented by ſome inward Joy: and 
we this muſt Spring from ſome ſpiritual and - 


«fol inviſible Cauſe; Keelng he 1 Is > without any *. 
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FF”: -.- viſible ground of-Comfort, as Chriſt had, |; 
ſo fiich a one hath in another Senſe->Food 
that others know- not of; and. this! in« [in 
deed is one great Reaſon of his great Pa- 
tience in Affliction, - for-.he 1s inwardly | 
comforted, while he-is outwardly. tro ſth 
bled-; while'bis fair-weather Friends ie+ 
Fuſe to Commune with han,ohe hath: ſes |y 
efet-and” feet /Communion- with God, : 
and{this fills him with Joy; beckuſe great- 
er is he that is in him, than. he that 'is [call 
in the World; and all them that are .in- 
cenſed againſt him; a Man is: not+joyful [this 

_ all-bis- Enjoyments; while his Heard is] 
reſs'd down with ſorrow :and- heavi- [jy] 
aſe: but if that be kept up, ſpirited and [ge my 
Enlivened, and Sorrow and Fear. bainiſh'd [7;z,." 
there-from, he can encounter with the ſhe,” 
greateſt Difficulties and can Sleep. quiet-; | 
1y; though upon the Points of Swords ihe; 
nd Spears; and asto. this Joy'that is in 

* "the Soul of a Behever, - none can under« 
' Nand it, or be ſenſible of :it;: but he that]; 
partakes thereof; they. that have-not 
* _ . the Holy Spirit indwelling, muſt. needs [re eerned, 
.- "be ignorant of the Joys of the Holy ſag Pi 
' . Ghoſt, Chriſt never lets his ſuffering ſiupeh 
People want a ſupporting Cordial, he jyho the 
will not ſuffer the: Soul that he hath .re- he He 
:deem'd to fail before him; and this Joy Na he 
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i Wk is the effe&t of the Comfort, that the 
kom Comforter which he hath ſear, brings 
IS'4 into the Soul, and of the Love of God 
eatk which he hath ſhed abroad in the Heart ; - 
mad Joy is the natural ProduQtion of this, for 
'tro& the Holy Spirit takes the things of Chriſt 
wy and ſhews them unto us; and certainly 
at's when ſuch infinite and unwordable Trea- 
LGa ſures are diſcovered to the Spirit of a 
grez' Chriſtian, .he cannot bur rejoyce; eſpe- 
that] cially it being reveaPd by the Spirit that 
Jre:# he hath an unqueſtionable. Right to all 
30 this. Hence the Apoſtle ſaith, Now we 
am baye received not tne Spirit which is of the 
tea World, . but the- Spirit which is of God, that 
dan we may know. the Things which are freely 
anni 2:2/er us of God; 1 Cor 2.12. It may 
tl tk be, the World concludes the Chriſtian 
quite 11 a poor .and miſerable Condition, for 
word they meaſure a Mans happineſs by the 
tl fulneſs of Creature-Comforts ; and know 
ande® no better, therefore riſe no higher: 
be tht Carnal Men are iguoraato. the Things 
read of God, theſe Things are {piritaz]ly dif- 
.need cerned, which cannot be w-.cre there is 
Va ns ſpiritual Signt - The Tiinps of God 
fer knoweth no Man, but the Spirus of God ; 
jal,s who therefure takes up his Kelidence in 
athi# the Hearts of Believers, 1 Cor. 2.11, 
bsJ0 Tt hat he may reveal theſe hidden Trea- 
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ſures of Wiſdom to them, and their Ti- | 
.-tle thereunto; then whatever carnal 
Worldlings think of the Condition of a [— 
Believer that is ſtript of all outward 
Mercies, yet his Spirit is f1'd with |A: 
more, than if he was poſſeſs'd with Mil-{ -.. 
lions of Gold, becauſe he hath an infalli- | - 
ble Intereſt in the God of all Grace and | 
Mercy, and the Spirit of all Comfort; 
that what he outwardly wants is made: 
op with ſpiritual Supplies, with the Ma- | 
niteſtations of himſelf in Chriſt, by the; 
Spirit. The Teſtimony of the Spirit, 
Which bears Witneſs with his 'Spirit, 
That be is the Child of God, 'and an Heir 
of Eternal Glory, iis that which fills' him 
with Joy in the midſt of his Troubles : 
And though in appearance he hath but; 
little in preſent Poſſeſſion, yet he hath a 
vaſt Inheritance in Reverfion.; and tho'f 
while he is under Age, and abroad in a[' 
World of Afiction: Yer conſidering| 
his high Birth, and the large Eſtate that 
he ſhall for ever enjoy when he is off -] 
Age, of which already he hath an Ear-} 
neſt; his Heart even leaps for Joy, and|a 
he values not preſent Oppoſition, but pa; (x) 
ticatly ea:!1ures Temptations, @c. fc; Ne 
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'm A Diſcourſe of the Na- 


ture and Excellency of the 
Grace of Patience. 
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D SERMON id 


JAMES. -T.. 1v. 
5 hir 


ubles: But let Patience have her perfect » Work, 
h bit #hat ye may be perfed and I | 
[ 7 ; wanting nothing. 
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L 101 * Have ſhew'd you when Patience bath 
' 5" her perfe&t Work, and am enter'd 
upon the Uſe. 

50) 1. Of Information. 

:* (1.) Such a one is a Lover of God 
7, ad and Chriſt. 
ft | (2.) He hath the Joy of the Spirit, 

1 O'c. Now to Proceed. 

4 3. He hath the Peace of God, Fhil. 
"| 4- 17. The Peace of God which paſſeth th F.., 
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i - Underſtanding, Nat keep your Hearts and as "5 
*Minds through Chriſt Jeſus. Hence through |! 
the Apprehenſion of a Man's Peace with [ye 
- God, his Heart is kept from Repining,, 
and his Mind and Spirit quiet and ſtill ; 
Chriſtian Patience ſprings from the 
Knowledge of his Reconciliation to God [and del 
through Chriſt: An awakened Sinner [js the { 
could have no. Satisfaction, If he till |the Re 
» 1ook'd upon God as his Enemy and un» {Thovg 
reconciled, but would remain diſquieted fand he 
and reſtleſs in the midſt of abundance of Skill tc 
_ outward Enjoyments ; but when with an ſevil Po 
Eye of Faith he looks on God, as recon- [Word, 
 ciled by the Blood of the Croſs, and now {us, wh 
his Friend and on his ſide, he ealily en- nor fo 
counters with the greateſt Difficulties and (Word, 
Oppoſitions in the World, and values les En 
not the Power and Policy of his worſt E- (ſol is | 
nemies, reaſoning as Paul, Rom. 8. 31. ſi; Goc 
Tf God be for us, who can be againſt us? to be 
If he be on our ide, who hath Power e-fration « 
nough to ruine al] our Enemies! only withjaPerſor 
a look of Indignation; what Cauſe haveſis a ſtr, 
we to be afraid oi the ſtrength and num-ſhews 
ber of them that are againſt us? JF weſthat hat 
are of God, 1 John 4.4. Then greatcr 1s int alſo 
he, that is in us, then he rthat is in the World,  God.t 
-He that is our Friend, can not. but. Pity ſec ncle 
'Vs when In wars, and if God be fon % 
. | : hs Us 


Coz 
.. vs, and our Friend, he wants not Bow- 
YES ant els to Pity us, nor Love to help us; and: 
roup? though he doth not preſently deliver ns, 
Wit yet affords preſent Strength to uphold 
Iningj us ; and he that is Omniſcient cannot bur. 
ſtill} ſee and obſerve what our Adverſaries are 
\ th! about to do ; .yea what they are aQing 
d Gol; and deſigning to a& againſt us: He that 
Inn is the ſearcher of the Hearts and tryer of 
e ſill} the Reins, is well acquainted with the 
C-Ub+ Thoughts and Counſels of their Hearts, 
ets and he being Wiſdom it felt wants nor 
Ice « Skill to Counter-work them 1a all their 
th » evil Purpoſes: He that hath given his 
Word, and is Truth it ſelf cannot fail 
non us, who hath promiſed not to leave us, 
7 Ell, nor forſake us: He will not break his 
$ and, Word, to gratifie the Devil and his Peo- 
aloe ples Enemies ; neither can he, for faith- 
{t E- fil 5s be that hath promiſed, who alſo mill dv 
8. 31, zt; God can as ſoon ceaſe to be, as ceaſe _. jj 
w) to be faithful: Now 1 ſay, the Conſide= .. 73 
er efration of this, that God 1s at Peace with . | |} 
af a Perſon, through the Blood ci the Croſs :\ & 
hare is a ſtrong ground of Patience : "This a[\ 
0om- - bradeh that a patient Chriſtian, is one :: * 
F that hath not only Faith in the Habit, * 
F but alſo in Exerciſe; that he acts Faith 
| in God through Chriſt, believing he is 
Fin — and at Peace with God - And 


- 

” 
+ ' 
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{: .. and therefore 'tis highly reaſonable that 
| * he ſhould ſubmit and be at quiet, for| 
{ \\s. the Lord wiſely orders every Providence;} 


4 £ Rod, for there is a Voice from God in} 


(96) 


| - this occaſioneth that quiet and peaceable | 


-frame that is ſeen in him, ec. 
4. A patient Chriſtian is one well 
freight with Grace ; he is a Man of a 


recious and ſingular Temper, long-ſuf- [muſt 


ering, gentle and meek, yea abounding 


in gentleneſs and meekneſs. Anger and | 


raſhneſs bewrays a Mans weakneſs, and 


are the contraries to gentleneſs and | N' 


meekneſs, but Patience under the Rod, |juintes 


declares the gentleneſs and meekneſs of 
the Perſon exercis'd therewith - And the 
: Grace of long-ſuffering when he conti- 
nues quiet under great and continued Af- 
fliftions and Provocations from his Ene- 


mies, ſuch a one hath learnt of Chriſt to | Ha 


be meck and humble or.lowly-minded : | 
He conſiders, the Wiſdom and Sove- | 
reignty of God is concerned in every 
Providence, all things that God does are 
well done, becauſe wiſely done, accord-| 
' ing to the Counſel of his own Will; 


therefore (1.) A patient Chriſtian gives | 
a careful Attention unto the Voice of the| 


every Afﬀiction. Afﬀidtion riſeth not} 


out ofthe Duſt. God hath afore appoln: Abill 
| | te; - .- 
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Futur 


and c 
preſe 
the : 


railed 


| 
” 
up 


bs. C91 þ, 
= ted and meaſured out the Affliftions and 
- ©"! Trials of his People; and the Man of 
lem patience and Wiſdom conſiders this, 7 
lan off tbe World ye ſhall bave Tribulation. It 
Ongd muſt be ſo, for God has ordain'd it 
Vundy ſhall be ſo, for gracious and wiſe Ends; 

Sr W Micabs6. 9. The Lords Yoice crieth unto the 
15,2 City, and the Man of Wiſdom ſhall ſee thy 
iS al Name, bear ye the Rod, and who bath ap- 

» KA pornted it. Such a one meekly and pati- . 
neſsd ently endures the chaſteniugs of the 
indt# Rod, becauſe it is in ſuch a Hand that 

colh can deſign no evil againſt a Believer ; 
ed & but God ſeeks his own Glory and his- 
s'Eis Peoples good, in every ſtroke of his. 

tf Hand - And therefore he attends to, and 
Inded; hearkens out the Voice of God in it, he. 

Sof6 knows he deſerves this and more, and 
era} when the Hand of God is upon him, it 7 
ſegare ſtirs up the Spirit of Prayer; and he.  -3 
dr goes to God ” ariel Shew me wherefore. 
Wil thou contendeſt- with me; he deſires to 
le thi know his Sin, that he may be humbled. 
0 for it, and take heed to avoid it for the: 
den&s Future; though his Enemies curſe bim ©. 
po and caſt Dirt in his Face, he does not 
rot preſently fly in their Faces, but confiders- 
diy the Hand of God in it. When Shimes 
: & railed at, reproached and curſed David, 
pyalt-, biſhi would have gone over. and cut off 


Believer Eyes in every Affliction is the: * 


ccive what God ſpeaks to him by the 


£ - 
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( 32) 


that dead Dogs Head, as he worded it: | ;\ 


But ſays David, Let him curſe, becauſe 
the Lord bath ſaid unto bim curſe David, 
2 84m. 16, 10. The main thing that a 


Hand of God: They that ſeek after my 
Life, lay ſnares for me : And they that ſeek 
my burt ſpeak miſchievous things, and ima- 


Line deceit all the Day long, but 1 as a Deaf 


Man heard not , and I was as a Dumb Man 
that openeth not bis Mouth, Pſalm 38. 12, 
13. But why was David ſo quiet ; ſee 
wer. 15. For 1n Thee do I bope, &c, Thou 
haſt gracious Ends in permitting all this, 
*tis to humble me no doubt for my Sins, 


and was this eftected in and vpon him? ; 
See wer. 18. For I will declare mine JIni- 


quity;, 1 will be ſorry for my Sins : Yet he 
could not but think of the Strength and 


Malice of his Adverfaries, ver. 19. But | 
mine Enemies are lively, and they are ftrong: P*'* 


And they that bate me wrongfully are multi- 


| 


pliect;”-they alſo that render evil for good are 
my Adverſaries, &c, Yet the Believer is 


patient and dare not open his Mouth” by 


'-:; way of Murmuring; why ? becauſe the p36 
-. Lord hath a Hand in it, &c. Thus he P*M 


attends to the Voice of - the Rod. 
(2.) Such a one opens his Heart to re- 


Rod, 


or 


-  *I 


x a ; | ( 33 ) 2 | 
Jed © Rod ; *tis true, 'tis the Work of God'to 
beca Open the Heart ; but you muſt know, 
Davy) that God Works upon Men, as upon ra- 
hat £0nal Creatures, and he makes them to 
is th be active in opening their Hearts; when 
& m the Soul has found out the end and-gra-, 
atk c0us Deſign of God in 2itlicting, his 
{ ime. Heart then yields and willingly ſubmits - 
He doth as it were ſtrip himſelf, lie. 
' down at the Foot of God, and givcs him 
8. 12, a fair ſtroke, @&c. He is ſo far from re- 
: ſs Pining at the Rod, that he thankfully re | 
hai; Efives theſe fatherly Correftions, &c. 
this Hereby is diſcovered his meekneis and 


ins humility ; and this caſts a great luſtre 
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A 
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im} and beauty upon his Profeſſion, &c. 


Jn. _ 5- A Patjent Chriſtian is ſtrong ia- 
he: Faith. Abrabam could not fo patiently 
and: Yield to God 1n Sacrifcing his only Son . 
Zu: 1/aac, had he not been Strong in Faith., 
onp: He bclieved, altho he had no ſenſible: 
tz) ground of Hope ; he donbted not, but. 
that God would be as good as his 
es Word , tho* he conſulted not with Fleſh 

-1# and Bloud, but conſidered Him, who 

* commanded him to offer up his Son, 

-14 his Power and Faithfulneſs ; be thought. 

> £7 it unbecoming him to reaſon with God. 

te7 about the Righteouſneſs and Equity of 

he, 3s Precept ; It ſufficed him, thatir was, - 
= = 1. |. 1 
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( 34.) 
Juſtice and Truth it ſelf, that requir'd 
This of him ; and his Commands are not | 
to be diſputed, ſeeing *tis not poſſible [T7 
for God to countenance any unrighteous |? 
and unjuſt Action. So the patient | 
Chriſtian, *tho God brings him into the |" 
deep Waters of Affictions remembers 
the Promiſe of God, Iſa. 43. 2. When 
thou paſseſt through the Waters 1 will be 
with thee, and through the Rivers they ſhall |" 
ot over flow thee, &c. Such a one hath [® 
Tight notions of God, that he is a God 
of Truth; and tho? he paſſes through the 
- Waters of Affliction, yet, God having 
' given him his Word to be with him in a 
a ſpecial manner, in ſuch a Condition he | 
briskly wades through and preſſeth for- | wn 
| ward; he had rather be in Adverſity, [\ 
 _ With the Promiſeof the Divine Preſence, { #* \ 
than in Proſperity without it, for =e 
feeketh God, not himſelf; his Glory , 
not his own carnal eaſe, &c. Such a | 
one, like a Child, is willing to venture 
any where with its Mother, or Nurſe, 
but dare not venture in a. dark place | ue 
withovt them : If the Mother ſays I |bel 
will go with thee, give me thy Hand, [UW K 
Child, thou ſhalt come to no hurt, Þ 


then the Child goes contentedly. So |t a | 
a Patient Chriſtian , having Gods Pro- j 


miſe ; Ni ; ; uy 
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7 wen miſe to be with him, ts. content* to 
re nat! wade through deep Afﬀiictions , eſpecially 
bl: becauſe he hath his Word, Rivers of 
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Troubles ſhall not overflow him , had he 
not Faith in the Promiſe, he would not 


th with Patience, endure Tribulation, 


There 1s nothing grieves and troubles 


Ik the Spirit of a Chriſtian ſo much as his 


, Sin ; this being his greateſt burden, he 
would gladly be rid of it, and under- 


ſtanding that Affliction is that by which 


! his Iniquity ſhall be purged, and this is all 
the fruit to take away his Sin, a. 27.9. 
, That which diſhonours God, Wounds 
and Troubles his own Conſcience, 
Ceartainly he would patiently endure a 
Cut tho' ſomewhat deep, for the leting 
out the Corruption and taking away 
' the Core, than that it ſhould further 
infe&t his Soul, and continually Knaw 
his Conſcience. Our Journying to Hea- 


| ven, cannot be over-pleaſant while Sin ” 


lies as a heavy burden on our Souls. 
Tho? God be reconciled to the Sinner 
by the Blood of the Croſs; yet to walk 
in the Dark without the Manifeſtations 


12a Of this Reconciliation is diſmal. As tho? 
"hoſt 2 Child in Raggs, may be rightful Heir - 
 :'& toa vaſtInheritance, and ſhall certainly - ; 
hereafter taſte the ſweetneſs of it, yet - 4 
| being 
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© being Ignorant hereof, at preſent he louks 
upon himſelf no better than a Beggar, 
and in a pgor and miſerable Conditidn. 
Nothing: can hinder us from ſweet Com- 
munion with God in his Ordinances 
but Sin ; nothing can take our Hearts 

off from Spiritual Dutys but Sin ; either 

we mult leave off ſinning, or linning will 
make us leave off Praying : Therefore 
God by Afﬀiaion hedges up our way of 
inning, that ſo we may glorifhe Him, and 

He Comfort vs, that we may be brought 

to humble our ſelves at his Feet, confeſs 

and forſike our Sins, and that he may 
Hand forth his Pardoning Graces, and 
manifeſt his Love to us thereby ; that 
He, may ſay, Bevf good cheer, your Sins are 
forgiven you. And that we may he 1a a 
poſture to receive his gracious Smiles, 

the ſhinings of his Face and ſweet com- 
munion with him. And it being reveaPd 

to the Soul, that theſe are the gracious 
ends which God propoſeth, in Afticting 

His own Children; Acting Faith 1n the 

' , "Truth hereof, he: not only patiently, 
" tut moſt heartily wades throvgh the 
Waters, thar. are of fo great Uſe and ad- [maiſh' 

- _ "Vantage. :Beſides this, -he believeth that hehath 
; Word in Habhb. 1. 13. where the Pro- >may\ 
' Phet ſaith, ſpeaking of God, Thos a God ha 
' of Ki : 
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Wa of purer eyes thai to behold evil, and canſt not 
Er, look oz Iniquity, &c. If God did not 
 ſhew himſelf diſpleaſed at Sin, where 
s ever it is, how would his Purity and 'Ho- 
ines! lineſs be manifeſted ? tho? He be rTecon- 
carts ciled to the Perſons of his People, - He 
ther! cannot be: reconciled to their Sins ; for 
ll he cannot approve of that which is 'con- 
| trary tohis own divinely Holy Nature ; 
| God would ſeem to countenance Sin in 
his People, if he uſed no method: with 
' them to-ſhew his diſhke; and what better 
- and likelier means could he uſe than by 
Correction, to let them know their 
Faults and thereby diſcover his Purity , 
that he cannot look'on Iniquity with any 
; approbation ? would he to maniteſt his 
Indignation againſt the Sins of his Ele, 
; puniſh his own finleſs Son, (who had 
| Sin only ſticking to him by Impuration ) 
yea; Punih him with Hefl Torment ; 
8s and yet tie up his own Hands, from 
ing' Chaſtiſing them whoſe Sin ocaſi oned His 
Sons Sufferings? Tho? Chriſt hath: took 
tly, out of the Hand of God, the Sword of 
for his vindictive Juſtice, that he -may not. -- 
1a& puniſh the Ele& with'- HelF 'Torments, 
thaf. he hath not took from bim'his Rod,” that 
Pr6: he may not Correct them as their Fathers: 4 
at! God hath more kindneſs.tor his People, 
F; thas * | 
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 AﬀeQions are not immoderately ſet 


than to ſpoilt them , by ſaffering them Vino! 
to grow Headſtrong ; which they 
would be apt todo, did he not ſometime 
chaſtiſe them. It may be faid of the 
beſt of God's Children as Solomon ſpeak, 
Pro.. 22. 15. Fooliſhneſs is bound m the 
Heart of a Child, but the rod of: correQion 


ſhall drive it far from bim. Now the {{efre t 


Patient Chriſtian, believes that God 
takes this courſe to ſhew him his Folly 
and make him Wiſe; and therefore re- ' 
pines not at the Rod, &c. ' dep 

6. A Patieat Chriſtian, is a moderate | hy 
and temperate Chriſtian : Was he not | 
moderate and-.of an even temper, how | 
could he paſs through varions changes 
ia his condition in the World, and not 
be put out of Humour ? his deſires and 


upon the World and the things thereof ; : 
were it ſo, he would be reſtleſs and dif- | 
fatisfy*d,till he attain'd his carnal Witſhes | ; 
and Deſires, and he could not be quiet 
without them. Therfore for a Man to | gif 
be fallen from a plentiful Eſtate, to a low - 
Condition, from a ſtate of bodily Health | 
and outward Tranquility, to a condition [| 
of Sickneſs and Milery, and yet to keep [mm : 
in an even temper of Mind, declares him jysjn:3 
to be a moderate Man : To loſe ont Golf 
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= Enjoyments and yet remain quiet and ſq- <Z? 

| tisfy'd, ſhews that not thoſe carnal En- _ 

| joyments, but God in them, was the - 

* Baſis of his Comfort : And fo. tho? he 
PS hath loſt his Enjoyments, yet not having 

* yet loſt his God, he is as quiet and Pa- 
wa tient as before : Tho? ſuch a one may 
ow deſire this, that and the other worldly 
; Wi Good ; yet not ſo much to fatisfie his 
ſenſual Appetite, as that God may be 
Glorifi'd thereby : But iF God ſees fit to 
deprive him of theſe, or not to Anſwer - 
his Deſires, he is Content, why ? Be- 
cauſe he peceives it makes more for 
God's glory that he be without them ::; - 
Seeing his Wiſe Providence hath ſo or- % 
dered matters ; he is willing that God i 
ſhould have the ordering of his Affairs ; 
who is Wiſdom and Goodneſs it ſelf 
and knows what is beſt for him, and 
wherein he may Glorifie himſelf, An ' 
immoderate Deſire after any thing we 
have not in Poſſeſſion , declares us. - + 
diſſatisfied with our preſent Condition , 
and diſcontented with God's allowance, 
and therefore bewrays the weakneſs of 
Grace and ſtrength of corruption, and 
to run after that which God 1ntends for 
us in his time. To ride Poſt before 
God's Providence in Delire ; Speaks 
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©” aloud our impatience.and the unquietneſs 
' of our minds; it declares we take not 
matters kindly at God's hands, when 
- we are in haſte to be delivered out of our 

Troubles when He ſeems not to be 
willing; it is ſinful, whea it is ſo, tho? 


when it 1s apparent to them that con- 
verſe with us : Becauſe it is a bad Co- 
py for weak Chriſtians to Write by, and 
no Encouragement to thoſe that are cn- 
tering upon a cloſure with Chriſt. And 
as God js hereby diſhonoured, weak 
Chrſtians ſtaggered, convinced Sinners 
diſcouraged, So prophane Perſons 
” take an Advantage hereby to ridicule 
| Religion - Seeing we diſcover our ſelves 
to be like them in our Immoderation : 
And it is no ways for our own Cre- 
dit and Reputation, Phil. 4. 5. Let 
your moderation be known unto all men : 
The Lord is at hand. We are not to de- 
ceive, or play the Hypocrite, by appear- 
ing to be what we are not ; and there- 
fore not to make ſhew of that which we 
have not. But yer, if we are Men.of 
Moderation it wil be for God's Glory, 
\ that it appears ſo to all Men. And 
our Sin of Immoderation, would be 
aggravated and heiglitened ; if it appear 
even 


Men perceive it not, but more ſiaful, | 


2: even then when'God is at! Hand to-help © 
"2% us, and coming- to anſwer and deliver 
' us, The Lord is at Hand. And as' Mo-' 

7 deration, ſo Temperance ſhines in a 

patierit Chriſtian ; for when our Com- 

v4; Mons are cut ſhort, and to have hardly 
m2, enough to keep Life and Soul together 
--; (as we ſay) yet to be fatisiy*d, argues 
W-' we have no ſmall degree of Patience; or 
\ to have abundance, 'and yet to be tem- 

| perate. For Perſons that had their Cel- 

Mt lars full of Wine, their Tables ſet with 

: Choice Varieties, to be'brought to a Mor- 

' ſel of Bread, and a Draft of Water, and 
yet quiet and patient, argues their Mo- 
deration, and Temperance; that they 


| were not Belly-gods, and did not dote s 


+. on What they had, and that their Happi- 
neſs did not Centre in thoſe things ; and 
for Perſons to have Plenty of that which 
* 1 naturally they Love and Delight in, and 
0% yet to reduce their Appetite to a low 
pt” Ebb in the deſire and-uſe of theſe, argues 
nt that the ' Heart is not ſet upon thieſe 
ane things; for a Poor Man to be fatisfy'd. 
0%! with his Condition, and a Rich Man wil- 
ting to be reduc'd to Poverty, and- that. 
AM God ſhould take the greateſt Part of 
dts what he hath for his Glory, argues not 


pal only a Man to be temperate, but that his 


- (42 ) 


Heart:Centres in- God-and not the Crea-- 

ture : If a Man is willing to part with 

that which God'is taking away, though: | 
it ſuits his carnal Appetite: It declares 

ſuch a one to be muck wean'd from the «JW 
Love. of the World. The Lord gives, JM 
and the Lord takes (ſays' Job) Bleſſed be 

tbe Name of the Lord, Job I. 21, &©c. 


_ IH. Uſe of Exbortation, To labour at- | 
ter Paticnce in Afﬀiction, and in every: . 
Condition to be ſatisfied. Be much in | 
the Contemplation of the Attributes of 
God, whichare all laid in Covenant. for | 
the Uſe and Encouragement of the Lord's \s 
People; let me ſpeak of ſome of them. - 


I. The Power, Alſufficiency, ana Al- 
/ mughtineſs of God. Indeed, when a Man 
. 15 1 Diſtreſs, and beſet with a ſtrong 
Adverſary, having no Friend with him {ve 
to help him, he cannot but be ſurprized |mi 
with Fear in ſo great a Danger, and | 
helpleſs; and if he had ſome Friend with 
him that was unable to defend himſelf | 
or aſſiſt him, his Caſe would be no bet- |lis 
ter - But at ſuch a Time to have in Com- fab;h 7 
pany a Friend of conſiderable Strength Jktx/f, 
and Courage, this bears vp his Spirits | 
_ and keeps his Heart from fainting; ere Y Srak 
| O K-55 
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* ſo Chriſtians when you meet with Op- 
WY poſition from. powerful Enemies, if you 
= conſider your own Strength, and the 
| weakneſs and inſufficiency of your car- 

nal Friends and Relations; you would 


gr, be diſcouraged - But if you conſider that 
wer the Lord is with you; and on your fide; - 


who is a God of Power and Might, you 
ſhall not be diſmay*d; the Confiderati- 

va on of this, made Pax] to break forth 1n 
© theſe Words: If God be for ns, who can 
0:8 be apainſt us, Rom. 8. 31. If he who with 
the breath of his Noſtrils, can ſcatter 
Millions of Giants, and drive them away 

as Chaft before a ſtrong Wind, be for 

, as, who can be againſt us? if he be'for us, 


lies'it not in his Power to diſpirit all our 


d 4 Adverſaries, and make them as weak as 
a Mn Water? Cannot he ſoon change their 


try Minds, and turn their Hearts as theRi-: \ 


; ky vers-of Waters are turned; that of Ene- 


ariel mies they may become Friends ? Is he' 


r, w not able'to confound them, and make 
dd wil them aſhamed of all thcir Impieties and 
bind Slanders? Cannot his Voice foon effe& 
30. b4 his Pleaſure? 7/a. 65. 13. Therefore thus 


G08 [aith the Lord God, my Servants ſhall: eat, : 


tr 1 . but ye ſhall be hungry ; bebold my Servants 


W [hal drink, but ye ſhall be thirſiy; bebold : 


nl '77y Servants ſhall rejoyce, but ye ſhall be- 
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| ſhall ſing for Joy of Heart, but ye (hall cry 
| for dts, 1 FA and ſhall howl for Vex- 
ation of Spirit, ver. 15. And ye ſhall leave 
your Name for a Curſe unto my choſen, Is 
it not ſinful to fear the Strength and 
- Number of our Enemies, when the Al- 
mighty hath declared . himſelf for us? 
Doth not God expreſs himſelf thus un- 
to his People, Ezek. 36. 9. For behold I 
am for you, and I will turn unto you, &C, 
It we ſhould then be diſcouraged, it muſt 
be becauſe we queſtion God's Power or 
Faithfulneſs, or both, and is not this 
ſinful? And Beloved, whatever our 
Troubles or Afidtions are, though ne- 
3 , Ver 'io great, though never ſo many ; 
7 t?:.. Conſideration of Gods Alſufhciency 
WH would ye a means to quiet our Spirits un- 
7 dJderallof£them; ſeeing this is laid in Co- 
© © Venant for us, is not he an Almighty 
} .God?! And doth he not ſay, 7 will be your 


i 
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not perform it? If you ſay he cannot 
help you, you reproach his Power ; if 
you ſay he will not, you charge him with 
unfaithfulneſs If Almightineſs, Alſufh- 
- Clency, cannot ſupport you, cannot de- 
|. liver you, you may eternally Diſpair : 


aſhamed, ver. 14. Behold my Servants 
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God, Ezek. 36. 28. And hath ſuch a God- 
promiſed, and cannot he, nor will he | 
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Ls Who among you hath a tender Love for 


your Children, and Power enough to 
help them, when in Diſtreis you would 


8 refuſe to aſſiſt them ? If a Child is Sick, 


Poor, or eacompaſſed with mercileſs 'E- 


41. nemies; and it. lies in the Power. of a 
wm Father to cure'him, to relieve him, to 


; defend him, anddoth not do it, doth not 
this declare him to be unnatural and to 


want Bowels to his own Child ? And will 


* an Alſufficient God think ye, ſuffer him- 
| ſelf to be reproach'd for want of exert- 


.. Ing his Power for his Peoples good in 


their Diſtreſs, &c. Learn you to im- 
| prove the Power and Alfſufficiency of 
; God (which is laid upin Covenant fer 
you) in your AffiQtions, and this will 
' be a means toquiet and ſatisfie your Spi- 
_ rits, @c. — 
| 2. The faithfulneſs and unchangeablneſs 
of God, 1 touct'd upon this in the laſt 
- Head. Indeed, when in Afiction and 
; Oppoſed by a multitude of Potent Adver- 
« to, to have ſome fair-weather Friends, 


+». fuch tbat have Power, but not Will, , 
-24 to help and relieve us, is but a rotten '** : 
& ſtay inour Dititreſs ; to apply our ſelves 


S to ſuch for their Aſſiſtance; and find 


= 4 :them cold to our requeſts and deaf to 


Ky OUr CTyS ; nay, to flight and contemn us, 
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inſtead of encouragingus, is not the 
way to raiſe our hope but augment. our M#* 
Grief: And: truly this is very ordinary 
and frequent, even- among Profeſſors in 
this dark Day : While Proſperity ſmiles d 
on us, they ſmile: But when we fall Ws 
into Adverſity, we - ſoonſee their Coun- MW 
renances altered and behold their Fowns, MMK,. 
Nothing is more natural to Men, than WW! 

. to be lovers of themſelves ; and ſelf ad- yur 
mirers Smile on none, qvithout pro- 

poſing ſome outward Advantage to 

themſelves: And while a Man hath many W' 

Friends, thrives and Proſpers, he ſhall | 


not want the Countenance and Comple- M6 
ment of ſuch Perſons : Becauſe he is in fmmb 
a Capacity, ſome how, or other, to j%11, At 
bo them a kindneſs at a dead Lift : But ind 
when once they perceive him to go }itthk 
down the Hill and fall into deep Adver- Tf; 

' ſity; they all diſappear and are not ſeen ; Wot: te 
leaſt they themſelves ſhould be petitioned | to 
for Relief. The change of our Con- fe, þ 
- . dition, ſoon alters the Countenance of Mating of 
+ Fa fickle fair-Weather Friends ; who rea- fl bis 
verenced ovr Wealth, not our Perſons. Ml & 

The Wiſe Man is much 1a the right on'r, Minzhs 
wh 


Pro. 19. 4, 7. Wealth maketh many P 
= Friends ; but the Poor is ſeparated from bis Milt 
+ . ©: Nerghbour, Fuery Man 1s a Friend to bim a 
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th that giveth Gifts, All the Brethren of the 


| Poor dobate him «: How much more do his 
Friends go far from bim: He perſuetb them 
with words, yet they are wanting to him. 
This is no new thing -But to find ſuch 
f dealings among, the religious is a great 
ſcandal to Religion. But when it falleth 
. thus out, the true Chriſtian hath -:no -2 
Ground to be diſcouraged, ſeeing the.: 
powerful Almighty, Alfuffictent God, 
hath promiſed to be his Friend yea, his 
| God, to help fſtrengthen-and uphold 
him. And all that are mcenced apatnſt -# 
him ſhall be aſhamed and Confounded, that ***x 
; they ſhall be as nothing, and they that 
ie.iþ ſfrive with him ſhall periſh, ſee Iſa. 41. 
- -t 10,11. And when once God hath given 
ng his Hand, his Word of Promiſeto ſtand 
o  Þy his People, they have a ſure ground 
dyer: Of Truſt ; for he is oblig'd to keep his 
ent Word : He can as ſoon Ceaſe to be, as 
5ang Ceaſe to be a God of Truth and Fajth- 
Cop fulneſs. It deſtroys the Credit and Re- 
\ced Pucation ofa reputed honeſt Man; to 
\ rey Talſifie his Word, when ir lys in his *7 
cf Power to fulfil it. God hath promifed 
= o& nothing but what he 1s able to perform ; | 
8 and if he doth not fulfil his Promiſe, He 
op uit needs be unfaithful, but this can- 
40 W>ot be. He cannot I ſay, neither wills. @ 
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(48) | 
He by breaking his Word, give an Ad- 
vantage to the. Devils, nor any of his 
Enemies, to charge him with a Lye. (yg; 
St. Paul makes the Faithfulneſs of God, ihouſt 
the encouraging. Reaſon, of his Hope d-nd 
of his Future Eternal Happineſs. Titzs, 4 
I, 2. In bope of Eternal Life, which God yi 
b that cannot Lye, promiſed before the World 
{ began. This1s a ſtrong ground of Con- 
"-folation to the Aﬀiaed Believer ; that jlt 
. God hath promiſed him ſuccor of Relief : yin; 
and that he will not, yea he cannot break jþji; Los 
his Word, Heb. 10. 23. For be is faithful \Wnedy 
. that promiſed, This 1s given as a ground , fr wy 
of Encouragement to the Hebrews, to oh | 
hold faſt the profeſſion of their Faith {hy ani 
without: wavering., Nothing ſhould [hf wir 
Nagger.our Faith and confidence in God, lf ,q qo 
who is faithful to his word of Promiſe ſterpy 
.and-.cannot Lye. The conſideration of | 
this, was that which quickened and en- ſhin ac. 
livened the ancient Chriſtians, 1n the fy gr 
midſt of their Troubles and among falſe forthe 
Brethren ; yea, that which bore up the | 
Spirit of the' greateſt Apoſtles, 2. T ne/. j 
3.1, 2, 3. Firally Brethren, Pray jor us 
that the Word of the Lord may bave free Nth 
cop ſe, and be glorified even as it 15 with you, this 
i And that we may be delivered from nirea- frown. 
, and nicked Men :, Far all Men 3 © 
IE Ss baveBo,.”* 
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LAG have not Faith. But the Lord is faithful, 
of his who ſhall ſtablifh you, and keep you from 
I AJAevl, In all our Straits and Trondvles, 
- G0] we ſhould have recourſe to the Pro- 
\Hopd miſes and reſt upon the faithfulneſs of 
Tiny God therein. And Beloved, as the 
6b God faithfulneſs, ſo the unchangeableneſs of 
Worl# God is gronad of Encouragement to us 
Col in all our Tribulations : Tho? Friends 


«© ;<) "s , 
: 


3 Wi alter their Reſpetts to us, as our Con- 
&liet{ ditions alters and changes. Yet, God 
brey in his Love remains ſtil} the ſame to-us. 
ates He loved us not at firſt for what we had, 
rout or for any Exellency he ſaw in vs: The 


s,. # outward beauty and pomp of. worldly 
Fall Glory and VVealth , doth not in the 
ſhouk leaſt attra& his Eye : Be is the Donor 
Kew. of all} outward Gocd things; and an 
romif Eternal Happineſs and Felicity to him» 
jon o ſelf, The Argument of his Loving, us, 
nd & being drawn from himſelf, and not from 
4n Ut us, or our condition, our changeableneſs, 
ngfalt or the Mutaticn ofour State can make 
up W no change in his Love; He himſelf be- 
>. Ti ing unchangeable in his Nature. The 
gy j&8 Foundation of his Love to his People, 
weft is therefore an immutable and unchange- 
pi hM able Ground. And ifthe Ground and 
1.14 Argument of his Love remains, his Love |< 
lo us neceſſarily muſt -continue, andjg @ 
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if $is Love continues to us the ſame in \(@,” 
all Mutations of Providence. We have.{lthis 
no reaſon of impatience or diſquietmeat, |rcal 
whatever our Condition in the VVorld jt '0 
be, Ifhe that fits at the Helm of Affairs, jay * 
ordering all things in Heaven and Earth, ptc 
according to the Counſel of his own ih 
VVill, be our Powerful, Faithful and | 
unchangeable Friend. Then may we \rones | 
aſſure our ſelves that all things will go mY Love 
well with us, and tura to our Advan- 
tage; (altho at preſent we do not per- je Nh 
ceive it, but thing run croſs to our car- [hmedot 
nal deſires. ) For how.can any thing |0r the 
hurt us? Seeing he wants not Power to | am het 
prevent it, and hath promiſed ſo to do? | a0t cor 
and how can we fear a diſappointment, | aq ia 
ſeeing he is faithful that bath promiſed, | more th 
who a:ſo will do it. And what tho? we are [tender 
fallen into a State of Adverlity, Trouble |ud- } 
and Diſtreſs ; his Mind being not{Chl, & 
changed , nor his Love in the leaftÞyis Fig 
abated ; his Bowels will not ſuffer any| dition | 
thing to harm us. We have no groundi fort, | 
to think he is altered in his Afﬀections ; |qieted; 
becanſe he hath chang'd our Conditions, Lai 
and we ar2 now under the {ſtrokes of hisþ 3. 
Rod ; but *tis rather a Corroborating ſkis are: 
Inſtance of his Love, /or nho;z be lovesþſs mth 
. ſw A Parent? s whippiag of his. ut God 
=> Gs 
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0! | Child, argues not his hatred of 9 

h . but his Love, Care and tenderneſs; 
matt reclaim him from thoſe Enormities er 
VA might otherwiſe inevitably 1ſlve in his 

al Ruin: Tho? he adminiſters a bitter Po- 
Eart i- tion to his Child, and Conſtrains him 

3 Ow! to take it, for the removal of ill Humours 

—Þ contracted in his Stomack, &c. This 
lay ® argues no alteration or abatement of 

vill g his Love ; ſeeing thereby he deiigns his 

par Health and Advantage, &c. If God 
take from us ſuch things, by which we 

ur © f have done harm to our ſelves, either this 

7 tht or the other carnal Enjoyment : - and-—- 7 

ner Þ now hedges up our way, that we cant . 

ztod not come near them ; this argues not 

men any change in him or his Love: No 

on more than it ſhews a want of Love in a 
tender Mother, when ſhe takes away 

ho and hides, out of the ſight of her 

F "i Child, that Knife wherewith he had cut 
his Finger. Beloved, tho your Con- 

4 dition be changed, yet for your Com- 
grom& fort, and that you may not be dif- 
Rigg | quieted: God faith, Mall. 3. 6. 1 am 
Ar Q - the Lord, I change wy QC. 

So 3. The Holineſs of God. I have touc'd 

al this already,and therefore ſhall ſpeak the 
belly leſs at this time: We are to conſider, 4 
»ofms that God's providential way, to declare.” R- 
a: | © & 18 8: 


the Purity and Holineſs of his Nattre', | 
is not meerly by the Light ſet up in {i 
Mens Conſciences, but by his outward [8800 
dealings with the Children of Men ; that | WE#1 
the glorious Luſtre of this Attribute ! WW 
may ſhine through out allghis Works :],#u 
_. This 1s manifeſted inwardly to Mens 


# 
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Image and likeneſs which -we had of j hig;t 
God in our firſt Creation. From a. 
view of this, together with that happy 
Communion Man had with God, ſprung 
Satan's malice, who being miſerable |} 
bimſelf, highl difain'd and envid 
Man's happineſs; avd if Man's happi-|i 
neſs at firſt, conjiiled iu this, the loſs| 
-_of Holineſs, was neceſſarily the loſs off 
his Happineis. And tnis Satan well contr 
underſtood, eiſe had he not tempted France 

\ - him ro Sin, in taking of the forbidden [by an 
Fruit: For by Sin he was. depriv'd|np nc 


thereof, and became unmeet for Com- (351 h; 
-munion with a Holy God, which was ij 
. the Heaven of Man's Happineſs. For if; 
\ God being the only Good and chief Endf 
py ofÞi 


£1 of Man : The loſs of our primitive Ho= #3 
et oy lineſs and Righteouſneſs, ſeparated 
us from that only good, who could not 
look pleaſently upon us and lay us in 
his Boſom as before, we being by our 
Sin. and Ciſobedience, become unclean 
and polluted, God therefore to make 
us ſenſible of our unhappineſs, by reaſon 
of Sin and his diſpleaſure thereat , (as 
well as to declare his Truth and Juſtice,) 
ſo ſoon as he had embrac'd a Fools Pa- 
radice and Sin'd, turn'd him out of his 
real Paradice, and hid his Face from 
him : For Holineſs being his Nature and 
Himſelf, he could do no otherwiſe, 
unleſs he ſeem'd to walk contrary to him- 
ſelf; and not only fo, but. give Man 
juſt ground, to ſuſpe& his Purity and 
to charge Him with Falſhood, 'in break- 
Ing his Word, had he not ſhew'd him- 
ſelf offended with Sin. And truly as : 
God did not upon Man's firſt Sin, walk 
contrary to himſelf and ſeem to counte- 
nance it, So neither doth he, nor can he 
by any means indulge Men in their Sins , 
no not his own choſen People; for tho* * © 
(3s I have ſaid) he be reconcil'd ſo far 
to their Perſons, by the Death. of. © 
;& Chriſt, as not to puniſh them with end- . 
= 1cis wrath as a ſevere Judge, yet neither 
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- Sins, unleſs ke al] out with himſelf, and. 


act contrary to his Nature, which 1s 
utterly Impoſſible. And tho? after the 
Fall, Adam had the Promiſe of the Seed, 
Chriſt, andaQted Faith in the Promiſe ; 
and was Perſonaly Juſtif'd and receiv? d 
to God, yet, this hindred not, but he .P 
muſt taſte the fruit of his Stn, Get his NM 
Bread, by the ſweat of his brow ;, and at 
length return to Duſt, and why o ! 
but becanſe God would have a conti- 
nual Senſe of his Sin to remain in him, - 
fo long as liv'd : that God might make 
his hatred thereto apparent; and | 
enhaunce the Price of his Holineſs. And | 
IS It not therefore highly reaſonable that }V 
Men ſhould patiggly and quietly ſubmit | 
to his Rod, whereby God makes a diſ-"'F 
covery of the Purity of his Nature, and* F 
his averſneſs to Sin? and that to this Þ 
very End, that through Chriſt Men 


might be ſeparated from their Sin, and | r 


recover their primitive Happineſs of Þ 
Communion with God: For without Ho- 
lineſs no Man ſhall ſee the Lord, Heb. 12.} 


14. &c 


þ bute; that God's Eye is likea flame of, 


4- And Laſtly. God's Ommniſciency. | 
The ſerious conlideration of this Attri- 


Fire; 
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F Fire .,that penetrates through the cloſeſt: 
'a& Crevis and Cavern, that he beholds all 
Things and Perſons with one look and 
at all times, Would certainly much 
tend to the quieting and ſettling of the 
Soul under the heavieſt Preſſures and 
in the deepeſt Afflictions. Heb.4. 13. 
Neither is there any creature that is not 
' manifeſt in his ſight, for all things are na- 
ked and opeged unto the eyes of bim, with 
whom we have to do, Therefore as he be- 
holds our Enemies, and obſerves all 
their motions, with a deſign to counter- 
work them :; or takes a ſtrict obſerva- 
tion itg- order to meaſure out their Pu- 
niſhmeng,.-according to the degree and 
demerit. of their Sin. So his Eye is up- 
on us, narrowly watching our motions 
whether we have any Heart-burnings 
and Heart-riſings againſt them; and 
are not ready to uſurp the Throne of 
God, and take npon us to be Judges in -* 
our own Cauſe, and Executioners of our © 
 Adverſaries. Fer vengeance is mine ſaith the 
Lord, and I will repay it, Rom. 12. 19. 
It 1s dangerous to ſeem, as tho? we would 
rake the work out of God's hand; whoſe 
Glory is as much concerned, as our 
3 Peace and Profit : we are to conlider thar 
a he is not an Idle SpeRater, but obſerving # 
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;--Zhow/1s Name is expoſed, will not, can not 


#2; winck, at their Sin; and therefore will lay-hold 
= ' g@n a fit opportunity to ſhew them their Sin by? . 
E-, their pumſhmeng * be ftiB, ſaith Jehovah, «rd 
know that I am Fd. As he 15s God, and it is his 
Royal Prerogative, . both to puniſh and pardon 
+ Sin ; So he wants neither Wiſdom nor Juftice to 
.- findcut a fit Reaſon and right methods to mag- 
nifice thoſe his Attributes, in avenging himſelf 
on hisand our Adverſarics. Therefore it is our 
% Duty to ſtand ftill, and ſee the Salvation of God, 
£4 as Omniſcience cannot but ſee all pur Afiftions 
*> and Tribulations 3 ſo he wants not -an_ Eye to pit» 
ty us, becauſe he loves us, and if he ſees our 
Diftxeſs, and Loves our Perſons, he will at pre- 
. ſent ſupport us, and at length deliver us, and as 
: he ſees us to Pitty us , fo ro reprove us. for the 
leaft misbehaviour under his Rod, eitheFinwa?#1- 
Iy by piercing Convictions, or out\ 
4% * 24.2. if when he Afflits us to ſe} 
+. -. our. Sin, we ſhould take an occaſion 
2”. the number of our Sins, either by ſinful Fears or 
F - repiningsz no wonder if he double his Strokes. 
k- God takes great . notice how his Children be- 
> "have themſelves, eſpecially in the hour of Temp- 
tation ; And if our Thoughts and Conſiderations ' 
=. dwell upcn this, we: ſhall narrowly watch our & 
23." 'own Spirits, that. we may Patiently ſubje& our } 
&-\ (elves to the will of God in ſuch a Diſpenſation. 9 


_— FEET S 
By | £ | \ 


FT" Here is a large Treatiſe concerning the Sab- Þ 
&. - þ bath, containing divers Sermons, prepa* ( 
2 Ting tO be Printed, if Encouragement be given by 
+ Subſcribers.: I: being a full Confutation of 
==tb.- that keeping the Fewiſh Sabbath z in which 
SONY; 1 jEtlivers-. - þ Euments, By Ben s.,k each. 


” — | ay P v -, =- 
af + 23 4 % 2 -S*. I&o&y »& . » 
* Rd. FA , 


: —* - 
——+ __ s 


> S - 


5s WW. ; 
_ , L I 


og - 8 == WA 
of CES Day Je: Vs co 
Io FFOus» 5 EFT ao FP 
_— 

” % =_ 


: Pace 17 rye! 


"2 OP 
4 - . 
Rang felon eee - 7 fee —_—_ Gd” 


FJ etme ” => a C C YC bz; —_— Heact "I 


P ne? dF tao — woot coy 


A. Fro a CC A 4 rome _ 


Fe dd rn 
Sf | ”> «a 4. F wee PT PRE. P $04 C<—x Cc , 


OS ae ae Me ooo. we < {A 


\ 


| _- "Fam Es : 
, = = 0 A © CA CG. a.” 9% of Pl £4 a 


£2» Py” nh ——_—  — — PEE» nec Car GH. 


fomemm = 
J Ea x 2 IF, COR - . 
a hat ond oaks 


/ > Clory res , 4. 7 FA F a C 


